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21 Pebruary 19i8

KEMOHARDUM FORy Chief, FBIF
Chief, Services Branch

SUBJECT: Progress Report on Cyprus Project for the
Period 10-21 February, 1948

The CIA group, accompanied by the U, S, Engineer
representative from the Orecian District, arrived in Cyprus
¥adnesday, 18 February., Our departure from Cairo, originally
scheduled for 12 February, was delayed by bad flyingweather
wntil 1 February. On that date we departed via Military
Attache plane from Cairo for Cyprus via Damascus, Syria, where
some diplomatic passengers were being taken. Unfavnrabie
weather over Cyprus necessitated our remaining in Damascus
the night of Saturday 1l February, On Sunday the 15th we

. proceeded to Beirut, Lenanon, in the Military Attache to
Syria's plane, but were again held up by weather., (n

" Wednesday 18 f‘ebmary we flew to Nicosia from Beirut via
the Middle East Airlines, This was the first day the
weather was auffiociently clear to Ily to Cyprus,

Upon arrival in Nicosia we contacted Mr, R, M. Colyer,
Msnager of Cable snd Wireless, Ltd., in Cyprus, secured our
two jeeps which he was holding, and proceeded to the Dome
‘Hotel, Kyrenia. We inspected the tentative station locations
4n the Kyrenia area on this date,

_ On Thursday 19 February we called on the Colonial
Becretary, Mr, R, E, Turnbull, and presented our letter of
introduction., He arranged to put us in touch with the
following officialas

H, G, Richards, Chief Agst. Colonial Secretary.

J. Symons, isst, Colonial Secretary and Nember

of the Communications Board. :

C. Mace, Director of Land Registration and Surveys.
¥r, Mackey, Comptroller of Customs..

Mr, Stratton, Director of Public Works.

P. P, Taylor, Comptroller of Supplies, Transportation,
and Marketing,

Brigadier Anstice, Officer Commanding British Forces.
My, Arthur, District Commiseioner, Kyrenia and
Nigosia Districts,

We discussed the so-called Diplomatic Privileges Law
(Cyprus Statute Law 25 of 1947) granting certain immunities
to international organizations in Cyprus, with the colonisl
Secretary, He was of the opinion that this law was enacted
for the benefit of United ®ations groups, and was not clear
as to its application to our praject. He has referred this
matter to his Attomsey General for interpretation. In the
meantime, the following method of importing our equipment
and supplies duty free has been arranged: llsts of specific
{tems to be Iimported by us will be submitted to Agt. Secy.
Symons, who will present the lists to the Attorney General
with official approval The Abtomey General will then
arrange legal provisions for the importation of these items
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make the necessary legal arrangements for importation of
these items free of duty.

Baployees and prospective employees of F. B, I. 8.

oan enter Cyprus on ordinary visas secured from the
nearest Dritish Consul in Fgypt or other foreign country,
The British Consul then will telegraph the Principal
Immigration Officer of Cyprus for authority to issue the
viass, stating in éach case that the individual concerned
40 an “employee of Coly Seely", The Chief Colanial
Becretary, Mr, H, G, Richards, will then persmally see that
“the authority is promptly granted, After arrival, the
wvisas oan be extended for permanent reeldential stabue,
My Richards foels that we should have no difficulty in
bringing in personnel of the various nationalities now
represented among the key employess of our Cairo staff,

¥p have the above arrangement in writing from M¥r, Richards,

The dooument entitled "Cutline for the Acquisition

of Proparty” issued by the Department of State to American
diplomatic and consular officers, is being followed in our
approach to the meqguisition of land, A copy of this document
with sméndments was obtained from Mr, Dusenberry, the FBO
officer in the American Imbassy in Cairo., A local attorney
regonmended by Mr. Colyer, Mr, Oeorge Chryssafinis, has been
retained toasaist in the soquisition of land in accordsnce
with the gbove mentioned procedure. A meeting was arranged

. with the Director of land Registration and Surveys, who gave
us general informstion on the aoquisition of land in Cyprus,

“'snd coples of the plots on the various sites we have under
coasideration, These sites will be visited by our group to
.gather data necessary to insure necessary space for the erection of the
etation and antenna systom, following whieh offers will be
solicited from the various omers. It appears from the plots
that on the most desirable site there are 30 to L0 gwners
involved. All do not own land =~ some own the treeg and othera
the wells, but in sach case separate negotiations will have to
be carried out., Should this prove to be an obstacle in
expediting the aoquisition of land, we can ask the Colonial
Government %o acquire the land under the land scquisition
lawg of Cyprus. However, we have been informed that such
astdon could not be taken until the Colonial Goyermnor is
satisfied that an effort has been made to negotiate, Tn any
svent, should it develop that this 4is the only method by which
we may acquire the land, a prior approval from Washington
wuld appear to be in order, since such action might result in
& unlavorsble reaction to the U, 8, Govermnment by the local
population,

We vigited Famaguets and irterviewsd Mr, Mackey, the
Comptroller of Customs, regarding port facilities,. It wae
found that ships of over 420! length or 16' draft dhnnot
enter the harbor. Vamagusta has the largest harbor on the
island. lamaca, the next in size, 1s the port used by the
American Export fd.nea, the only incoming American transportation,
Thoir agents, A. L. Hantovani & Sons, were contacted in
Lamacs, and advised us that they cna handle all our incling
shipments, 5Ships anchor a half mile offshore and unload onto
lighters for movement to docks at lamaca. The antenna poles
san be transported by small boat sround the island to our
#ite on the north shore near Kyrenim, whers they can be unloaded
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into the water and dragged ashore by tractor. It is not
poasible to transport the ploes overland because of
narrow streets in the villages and sharp bends in the
mountain roads, After discussion with Brigadier Anstice,
Officer Cormanding British Forces, it appears that they
can provide trucks to tramsport our other supplies and
equipment from Larnaca to Kyrenla. The manager of the
Dome Hotel can provide warehouse space for our equipment
until we get our storage bullding erected. To enable us
to erect the gtorage building ae soon as possible, the
foundation plans should be forwarded to us in order that
we may commence work a® soonas final approval for the
project has been given by the Director.

¥r. Quinn and Mr, Spivey have been working topether
to establish the cost of construction from local materials
in order to arrive at a comparison‘with the cost of pre=
fabricated structures., A complete report, on .this subject - )
will be prepared by Mr. Spivey through the District Engineer
at Athens am soon as sufflcient data is obtalred, and
copies will be submitted by us to Washington. Ve have
ssoured wmit quotationa for magonry type structures from
one lotal contractor. S

In order to insure against tranemitter incerference
in the Nyrenia area, the plans for proposed broadcast and
commercial stations were reviewed with ¥r, Symons who is
& member of the Telecommmnications Board for Cyprus,
Sharq Al Adna will be located in the vicinity of Limassol
some forty-five miles south of Eyrenia with two mountain ranges
intervening—-no interference is anticipsted from this source,
nor is any difficulty expected in intercepting it,
An RAF station is to be located about four miles from
Nicosia; it will operate in the aviation bande with no
anticipated conflict with international brosdcasts,
Commercial transmitiers will also be operated at Famagusta,
Larnaca, and Paphos, The nearest of these is 35 miles
distant, The Kyrenia mountain range separates Eyrenia from each
of these sites, while additional isolation is provided for Paphos
by the Troodos Momntains, It 1s believed that we will be
safe from interference,

The cable address FEDMONITOR KYRENIA has been
registered with Cable & Wireless ILtd, for our projeci,
and should be' used for all incoming cablee sent direct to
us, Incoming mail shoyld be addressed individually to
It. Col, Sesely or Mr, Stutlsr, Dome Hotel, Kyrenla, Cyprus.
Classified messages should be sent to Ben Hall in Cailro,
who is working out arrangements for their transmittion via
British courier to Cyprus.

We have made no statements to the press or other
wnauthorised persons concerning our mission, However, the
following is a translation of an article which appeared in
®Eleftheria", a Greek language paper in Nicosia, on
20 February, two days after our arrival:

STNSTALIATION IN CYPRUS OF A BROADCASTING STATION.

“We are informed that five Americans speciallsts in
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radiobroadcasting have arrived from Beirut by special plsne,
They were asupplied with special passports and on their arrival
they proceeded at once to Eyrenia.

. *Their arrival in Cyprus is connected with the installation
probadbly aome thare 1a Xyrenia of & small monitoring service
which will be managed by special service of the BBC and

eorresponding American service, oo

"It is sald that such a station has been operating in
Cyprus during the war, and has been used mainly for the
recelving of secret radiotelegrama which were transmitted
from Russia to the guerrilas in Greece.

"By this re~installation of such a station in Cyprus
the Anglo-Americans services will be informed of the views of
the vardous countries on the evente in the Middle East,."

The same article was briefly mentioned in the English language
POypriot® pudblished in Nicosia, on February 21, It is not known
how this information reached the press, however our arrival wag
inevitably noted with interest by Customs inspectors, and the
paper probably combined this news with the previous authoriged
press relesse made by General Sibert's group, and arrived at their
story, :

ALl British officials so far contacted have been most
cooperative in apediting our requegts, with the pomsible

exception of the extension of blanket immunities under theiy
diplomstic privileges law,

/¢/  ROGER G, SEELEY

J/e/ Wamer Stutler
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